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District  Asks Voters to Renew Building 
Reserve Levy 

Monforton School Board of Trustees voted 5-0 on 
March 12, 2019 to ask district voters to approve a 
Building Reserve Levy in the amount of $20,000 per 
year for 10 years (totally $200,000 overall). This 
amount is replacing a Building Reserve Levy expiring 
this year and will result in a zero net increase  in 
taxes. Overall, passing this proposal will result in an 
annual tax of approximately $1.72 on a home with a 
market value of $100,000 and approximately $3.44 on a 
home with a assessed market value of $200,000.  
 
Building Reserve funds offset expenses for the purpose 
of code improvements, facility modification, 
construction, repairs, alterations, and equipping 
current buildings. If you have any questions about this 
levy, do not hesitate to contact District Superintendent 
Darren Strauch at 586-1557. Mail ballots will be sent 
out soon and are due to the Gallatin County Election 
Office no later than 8:00pm on May 7th, 2019. There 
will also be a ballot drop box at the Elementary School 
Front Office.  
 
For more information about our candidates for the 
Monforton School Board, please scroll down to the 
pages 11-13 of this newsletter.   
 
The candidates for the two (2) open three (3) year 
positions are:  
Sarah Baumgartner, Amy Free (incumbent), Dawn 
Lewis, Brett Megaard, and Lona Voigt. 
 
If you are not a registered voter in our district, please 
register at the Monforton School Front Office or at the 
Gallatin County Courthouse located in downtown 
Bozeman at 311 West Main, Room 210 Monday-Friday 
8:00 am – 5:00 pm.  

The Bozeman Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken Baseball program, using regulation competitive baseball rules, teaches 
skills, mental and physical development, a respect for the rules of the game, and basic ideals of sportsmanship 
and fair play.   
Our recreational league is open to ALL kids ages 7-15 in Bozeman.  The season runs from mid-April  to 
late-June with practices/games ~3x per week.   For more 
information or to register online, parents can connect with us via: 

Website:  www.bozemanbaseball.com  
Email: bozemanbaseball@gmail.com   
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/bozball 
 

2019 

FUN FOR THE 
WHOLE FAMILY!
Monforton School 
8:30a - Free Kids Fun Run  
9:00a - Timed 5K Race 
Early registration is $25 until April 20th; Late registration is $30 from Apr. 21-27 
First 24 registered adults receive free pint glass; T-shirt included for all 5k racers 
Proceeds go to fund the athletic programs at Monforton School 

HTTPS://LEGACY.IMATHLETE.COM/EVENTS/
MMILES2019

27
APRIL

Thank you, 
The Bozeman Youth Baseball  
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Friday April 12 
Spring Photos With Life Touch! 

Art and Culture Fair 5:00-7:30pm 
Book Mobile 12:30-1:30pm 

Monday April 15 

Tuesday April 16 
Mrs. Robbin’s & Mrs. Jaye’s 2nd grade goes to the Bozeman Lodge!  

Raptors Visit the Kindergarten 

Thursday April 18 Talent Show Performances! 2:15-3:15 & 6:00-7:00pm 

Friday April 19 Half  Day 12 :45 re lease t ime 

Monday April 22 STEAM assembly to kick off PTOs STEAM week!  
(K-4 9:00-9:45am & 5-8 10:00-11:00) 

Thursday April 25 
PTO STEAM Night 5:00-7:00pm  

Mr. Bechard’s 3rd Grade goes to Museum of the Rockies 

Friday April 26 

MCC Earth Day Service Project 

4th Grade goes to the Museum of the Rockies 10:00-2:00 

Bookmobile 12:30-1:30pm 
Weaving Residency during Art & Library 

Satuday April 27 MONFORTON MILES! 7:30am-10:30am 

Monday April 29 
8th Grade goes to DC/NY Until May 4th  

Thursday May 2 NO Clinic available 

Friday May 3 Weaving Residency Continues during Art & Library 

Tuesday May 7 
4th Grade Farm Fair  

2nd Grade Book Giveaway 1:30-2:00 

Wednesday May 8 Mr. Bechard’s 3rd graders go to Sunset Hills 

Thursday May 9 PTO meeting 8:30am 

Friday May 10 

Tuesday May 14 
Board Meeting 6:00-8:00pm  

3rd grade goes to the Gallatin Museum 

Wednesday May 15 Mrs. Krohn’s 5th grade goes to Spire Climbing Gym 1:00-2:30 

Thursday May 16 Mrs. Stratton’s 5th grade goes to Spire Climbing Gym 1:00-2:30 

Friday May 17 
Track and Field Fun Day! K-5 th   

Weaving Residency Continues during Art & Library 

Tuesday May 21 

Friday May 24 
1st Grade goes to Drinking Horse & Dinosaur Playground 

Weaving Residency Continued in Art & Library 

Monday May 27 MEMORIAL DAY NO SCHOOL 

Wednesday May 29 Ms. Jaye’s & Mrs. Robbin’s Class to the Lewis & Clark Caverns 9:00-
3:00pm 

Thursday May 30 LAST DAY OF THE SCHOOL CLINIC 

Friday May 31 

Ms. Lewis’ & Mrs. Benson’s Class to the Lewis & Clark Caverns 9:00-
3:00pm 

4th Grade State Project Fair 
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Date  Location Start Time 

Monday, April 1 1st Day of Practice Monforton School 3:40 

Thursday, April 11 Livingston Track Meet Park High School TBD 

Saturday, April 13 Belgrade Meet Belgrade High School CM: 8:00am 
Events: 9:00am 

Thursday, April 18 Manhattan Christian Manhattan Christian  TBD 

Friday, April 26 Townsend Meet Townsend High School 3:00pm  
(5 Athletes per event) 

Saturday, May 4 Bozeman Meet Bozeman High School TBD 

Monday, May 6 
Manhattan Christian 

5th & 6th Meet Manhattan Christian  TBD 

Wednesday, May 8 Rural School Meet Belgrade High School CM: 9:30am 
 Please make sure to check in with our website to find finalized times. 

Monforton’s Annual Track & Field Day Needs Volunteers 
 

On May 17th we are having our annual Track & Field fun day for Kindergarten through 5th grade!  

If you are interested in volunteering this year please send an email to Jenell Heflin, our Elementary H.E. teacher 

at jheflin@monfortonschool.org  

Monforton Snack Shack Volunteers 

We need additional volunteers for snack shack now-May, especially at the Middle School and for Girls Basketball 

game concessions! Here are the updated links to sign up. 

Middle School Snack Shack Link https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0445A5A729A2F85-middle1/ 

Grade School Snack Shack Link https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0445A5A729A2F85-snack4 

The Art & Culture Fair  

We are still in need of helpers!  If you enjoy the Art Fair and would like to participate in other ways than 

attending, follow this sign up genius! Don’t forget about the free entry and dinner for your volunteer time spent! 

Thank you to everyone who has already signed up!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084fa5ae2ba3fe3-monforton3 

Host a Japanese Student Through M.S.U. 4-H International Program 

Learn about another culture in-depth when you host a student from Japan this summer! Delegates are here to 
experience what its like to live with a “typical” American family. Program dates are July  21-August 17 and delegates 

are 12-16 years old . For more information, contact Stephanie Davison (406-994-3502) or go to 
www.states4hexchange.org/apply/host/ to apply. Families should have youth at home who is with in 2-3 years of the 

person they host and the same gender. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Are you wondering how you can work on healthy foods at home? Here are 
some tips from the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics on how to help your 
kids develop healthy food habits now that will last a lifetime.  
 
Beyond Restriction 
When you’re trying to break an unhealthy food habit, forbidding certain 
foods that already are in the home may lead to behavioral problems such 
as tantrums and sneaking food. The more you restrict a certain food, the 

more tempting it will be for children. That is why food should not be labeled as “good” or “bad”, nor should it 
be restricted. Instead, keep less nutritious food at home so kids know it’s available and they don’t have to sneak 
it. Ask them how eating “fun” or “play” foods, such as dessers, make them feel physically and emotionally. Talk 
to them about how it feels to eat too much and how they can eat a satisfying amount without feeling 
uncomfortable.  
 
Focus on Nutri t ious Foods 
Be sure to have plenty of healthful alternatives available to fill the spot of any foods you make have removed 
from the home. Wash and cut fresh fruits and vegetables into pieces ahead of time; then, place them within 
easy reach in the refrigerator. Grade-schoolers feel more independent when they have options, so try keeping 
a snack drawer of healthier items and let them choose a food from it everyday. If you want your kids to eat 
more fruit, offer it pre-sliced or cut in fun shapes.  
 
Learning to Like New Foods 
A carrot may not be as exciting as a cookie – at first. But take heart, stick with the plan and celebrate small 
victories as you make gradual changes.  
Eating is a learned behavior and just as kids learn how to ride a bike by falling numerous times, they learn 
how to eat by trying new foods at least 15 times. If they don’t like it, no problem. Don’t force it but try again. 
As you make a commitment to healthier eating, you’ll recap some great benefits – both now and in the future. 
Setting children up for a lifelong habit of a healthy relationship with food will help them live a more 
productive and enjoyable life.  
 
For more information see www.eatright.org or email Janice Hausauer, Monforton School Nurse Practitioner, 
jhausauer@monfortonschool.org, with any questions about your child’s nutrition! 
Information	retrieved	from	www.eatright.org.	Written	by	Andrea	Johnson,	RD,	CSP,	LDN,	who	is	a	clinical	dietitian	at	Penn	State	Hershey	Children's	Hospital. 

April 8-14th is “Fight Childhood Hunger Week” https://mt.nokidhungry.org/awareness-resources 
 
At the Gallatin Valley Food Bank, they support kids and their families through a variety of programs 
including the Healthy KidsPack, Middle and High School Kids’Pantry and over the summer months with 
Summer Lunch.  
Our KidsPacks are distributed to about 450 kids each week to 21 schools across three counties. Kids’Pantry 
serves two middle schools and two high schools reaching more than 70 kids each week with nutrition 
support. Last year our Summer Meal program served more than 29,000 meals over 12 weeks in June, July 
and August.  
We could not do this without the support of partners like you! In an effort to raise funds for our childhood 
hunger programs we have partnered with Lot G and Cannery District Businesses. Please consider donating 
or sharing the fundraising link. It’s easy to share on social media!   
https://www.classy.org/campaign/combat-childhood-hunger-in-southwest-montana-with-healthy-
kidspack/c227107 
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These are just a few of the cards available at the Art Fair 
tomorrow! We still have spots available for volunteers 
and with that comes FREE entry and a FREE spaghetti 

dinner! We can’t wait to see all of you tomorrow! 
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An elephant habitat by David Jessop in 2nd Sylvie Karr showing her R.O.A.R. pride! 

At the end of March, Monforton School was fortunate 
enough to have our very own Pow-Wow lead by some of 

our amazing families here at Monforton!  

Wildlife Artist Luke Parsons 

Kindergarten got to go visit the baby chicks and 
ducks at Murdochs! 
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Did you know? 
o Cattle are ruminants, meaning their stomachs have 

four chambers, which allow them to digest grasses. 
Typically cattle are raised in pastures until they are at 
least one year old. Then they are sold and transported 
for “finishing” which means they are usually fed 
grain-based diet to increase weight and fat marbling. 
Some cattle are raised entirely on pasture or are 
“finished” on grass and are called grassfed or grass-
finished. This method usually produces leaner meat, 
which means less fat.  

o Montana is home to more cattle than people and 
ranks 6th in the nation for the number of beef cattle.  

o Beef is packed with protein and other nutrients. 
While the specific nutritional information depends 
on many factors such as discussed below, beef is an 
excellent source of Vitamin B12 and protein, as well 
as iron and vitamin B6. Protein helps build and 
repair body tissues including muscles.  

o The first beef cattle arrived in the United States from 
Mexico in the 1500s, but more arrived in the early 
1600s. In Virginia in 1620 about 500 cows roamed the 
fields, and less than a decade later the population 
increased to 30,000 bovines!  

 

Buying Tips!  
The flavor, tenderness, nutrients, and fat content of beef 
depend on many factors including the breed, age of the 
animal, feed, cut, and cooking techniques. A less 
expensive cut can be tender and delicious when using 
proper techniques such as tenderizing, marinating, and 
cooking slowly for longer times. To reduce fat content, 
select lean varieties and cuts. Keep refrigerated below 
40°F or frozen below 0°F.  Ground beef can be 
refrigerated for 1-2 days or frozen for 3-4 months. Steaks 
and roasts can be refrigerated for 3-5 days or frozen for 
6-12 months.  

Cooking Tips 
Generally, cooking time is dependent on type of cut, 
size of meat, and desired doneness. For a complete 
guide to cooking beef, see Confident Cooking with Beef 
https://www.beefitswhatsfordinner.com/cooking 
To ensure food safety, cook steaks and roasts to 145°F 
and cook ground beef to 165°F.  
 

Sloppy Joe on a  Roll  
This recipe incorporates 3 of Montana’s top 
agricultural products- beef, wheat, and lentils! Serves 6 
(Adapted from: Montana’s Healthy School Recipe 
Roundup, Montana Team Nutrition Program) 
Ingredients:  1lb ground beef, ¼ cup chopped, raw 
onions, 2 Tbsp. tomato paste, 2 Tbsp. catsup, 1 cup + 2 
Tbsp. water, 1 Tbsp. distilled vinegar, ½ tsp. mustard 
powder, ½ tsp. pepper, 1 tsp. brown sugar, ½ cup 
uncooked lentils, 2 oz. canned & drained mild green 
chili peppers, 2 tsp. raw minced garlic, 6 whole wheat 
buns.   
Directions:   
1. In a medium pot, add lentils and 1 cup water (do 

not add salt!) Bring to a boil. Reduce heat, cover, 
and simmer for about 25-40 minutes. Add 
additional water if lentils begin to dry out. Lentils 
should be tender and cooked completely through. 
Drain excess water. Puree lentils in a food 
processor. (if using red lentils, do not puree and 
cook for a shortened time)  

2. Brown ground beef and drain. Add onions and 
minced garlic to cooked ground beef. Cook 5 
minuets.  

3. Add pureed lentils to beef mixture. Add tomato 
paste, catsup, water, vinegar, mustard, pepper, 
green chilies, and brown sugar. Mix well and 
simmer for 25-30 minuets, making sure to heat to 
165°F or higher.  

4. Scoop beef mixture onto buns and serve 
immediately.  
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Ms. Sunny Jaye is a 2nd grade teacher and has been teaching for 18 years and at Monforton for 1½ years. She will respond to 
Ms. Jay or Your Highness (: Her birthday is August 20th and she has 19 children! (on any given year). She has no pets but would 
love a red Labrador. A few of her favorite things include: summer, Amazon, the Dodgers, Saturdays, otters, any coffee shop, & 
the Children’s Book, Tall Book of Make Believe. She enjoys art, the outdoors (if its warm), and camping. She is very grateful to 
be one of the 20 local artists at the Emerson Artists Gallery Co-op. She creates stained glass mosaics and loves art glass! She 
would add an hour to her sleep and add an hour to her morning before school. 
 
Mrs .  Deanna Col lins has worked at Monforton for 32 years and is a 4th grade teacher. Students call her “Mrs. Collins” and 
her birthday is December 12th. Her husband’s name is Ed and they have 2 adult sons Glenn & Casey. They also have 3 dogs: 
Buzz - Blue Healer, Spud - Red Healer, and Pepper – Corgi. A few of her favorite things include: Fall, Amazon, Saturday, City 
Brew, ice water, and any kind of nuts. She also loves to fish, camp, grill outside, can fresh garden produce, the outdoors, & 
bobcats. If she wasn’t at school, she would be outside working on her cattle ranch. If she could eliminate one hour of the day, 
she wouldn’t; she loves early mornings and enjoys evenings at home. "Early to bed, early to rise..." You know the rest! Ha!” 
  
Ms. Shannon Childs is a Speech Language Pathologist and students call her Ms. Shannon. Her birthday is April 10th. She 
has two children: Sage is 6 & Myla is 2 and her husbands’ name is Nick. They had a precious chocolate lab, Stella but she 
passed away. They now have a fish. Ms. Shannon has worked in education for 18 years. She helps children increase their 
communication effectiveness for school activities. A few of her favorite things include: the outdoors, winter, and she’s a Buffalo 
Bills fan, as she is from Rochester, NY. Her family enjoys skiing at Bridger Bowl, shopping at Town & Country, & date night! If 
she wasn’t at school you could find her skiing, doing yoga, camping at a National Forest Service Cabin, hiking to the top of a 
peak or travelling to a cool place with her family. She’d like people to know that she’s here to help if you need her. She wishes 
she could add one hour to the day.  Either first thing in the morning or at night when everyone else is in bed, so she can 
peacefully practice yoga and read a chapter in her book before retreating to bed. 
  
Ms. Anna Ganser is a 4th Grade Teacher and students call her “Ms. Ganser”. Her birthday is November 19th, she has two 
teenage sons, and a hound dog named Pepper. She has worked in special education for almost 10 years and this is her first 
year at Monforton. A few of her favorite things include: Little Star Dinner, The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane (about a 
rabbit who learns to love), Townshend Teas, and the Capybara! (They’re rodents but they are so sweet!). If she wasn’t at school, 
she would be curled up on the couch with a hot cup of tea, a good book, and her dog. She loves both outdoors in the summer 
and indoors in the winter. If she could eliminate one hour of the day, it would be the hour that you have to get up in the 
morning. But then you have that first sip of coffee and it’s so great! She wants people to know that she loves to travel, meet new 
people, & have adventures! 
   
Mrs .  Tara McMan works at the Elementary School in Special Education and students call her “Mrs. McMan”. Her birthday is 
June 14th. She has one daughter and two sons and she recently got married and moved to Bozeman this last summer. She has 
one cat named Belushi and two dogs named Opie and Matt.  This is her 19th year in Education, she has taught both Special 
Education and Kindergarten, but this is her first year at Monforton! A few of her favorite things include: Mondays as it’s the 
beginning of a new school week, Mexican food, skiing, watching a good movie or reading a new book. If she wasn’t at school you 
can find her on the ski hill at Bridger Bowl. If she could eliminate one hour of the day, it would be 5 o'clock because she dislikes 
driving in 5 o'clock traffic! 
  
Mrs .  Michelle Benson is a second grade teacher and has spent all of her 7 years in education at Monforton! Students call 
her Mrs. Benson and her birthday is July 13th. Her husband is, Mitch, and they have one daughter, Grace who is 10-months-old. 
They also have two dogs, George and Kimber. A few of her favorite things are: chocolate, Thursdays, Bald Eagles, the outdoors, 
and the book “Oh, The Places You’ll Go!” If she wasn’t at school she would be with her family doing something outside! They 
love to go camping, dirt-biking, hiking, skiing and snowmobiling. You should know that she student taught in New Zealand and 
loved every minute of it! She wouldn’t eliminate any hours in the day, as she would add more in spending an extra hour in the 
evening with her family. 
 
Ms. Car ly  Lewis is a second grade teacher and has taught at Monforton for 7 years. Students call her Ms. Lewis and she was 
born on Father’s Day- June 18th. She has a puppy named Homer, who is pretty much her child. Homer is an 8-month-old 
Bluetick Coonhound mix. He already weighs 64 pounds!! Homer loves children, adventuring outdoors, playing with other dogs, 
and snuggling on the couch or in bed. A few of her favorites include: Fink’s Deli or Montana Fish Co., Wild Joes’ Coffee Shop, 
the outdoors (everything about it!), and winter when huge fluffy snowflakes are falling from the sky. Whenever there is snow in 
the mountains you can find her backcountry skiing or at Bridger Bowl. Once the snow has melted, you can find her on a trail 
hiking, biking or running with friends and of course her hound dog, Homer. 
   



	10	

Mrs.  Sue Adams is a Para Professional at both the Elementary and Middle School (& is a Crossing Guard Extraordinaire). 
Students call her “Mrs. Adams”. Her birthday is April 29th. She has a son who lives in Billings and became a grandma last May. 
She, also, has one daughter who teaches in Eugene, OR. Both of her children went to Monforton from K-8thgrade. Her 
husband's name is Bryan and he works for the County of Gallatin. They presently have no pets but her daughter rescued a 
greyhound race dog. So she loves being a grandma to the dog and spoiling her whenever she goes to visit. Bailey loves to go for 
walks and have her tummy rubbed. Mrs. Adams has so much fun at Monforton and is in her 18th year. She worked a couple of 
years in the Bozeman schools before working at Monforton. A few of her favorites are Santa Fe Reds, the Denver Broncos, the 
Navy Team GO NAVY!, summer for the warmth and ease of going outside, Jan Brett, no coffee, but she loves tea. She enjoys 
getting out and having fun on Saturdays and on Sunday she enjoys going to church. Her favorite wild animal would be the 
penguin and she has a sweet tooth, but chocolate alone is not her favorite sweet; but if you put the chocolate with caramel or 
mint it becomes the most delectable treat! If she wasn’t at school she would want to go visit her granddaughter in Billings. Or 
be outside doing some activity. She would much prefer to be outside rather than inside. The out-of-doors is THE PLACE to be. 
You just have to learn to dress for the weather when you live in Montana! She truly enjoys working at Monforton School. The 
staff, students, and parents make the school an amazing place in which to be involved. She would like to thank everyone for all 
of the wonderful years she’s experienced at Monforton. She wants us all to keep the delightful history going at Monforton. "GO 
WILDCATS!” 
 
Ms. Mary  Nichols is a Para Professional and students may call her Ms. Nichols. Her birthday is July 29th. She doesn’t have 
any pets at the moment but would love to have dogs someday. She has worked in education for 9 years and 1 year at 
Monforton. A few of her favorite things include, fall, iTunes, Fridays, Starbucks, orange soda, chips, Koala Bear, MoBowls & 
HuHot, Trident, New York Yankees, “Harry Potter & the Sorcerer’s Stone” by J.K. Rowling. If she wasn’t at school she would be at 
home doing arts & crafts, listening to music, or watching movies. She prefers being indoors and would eliminate the hour of 6 
a.m. because it’s an early start to the day. She would like people to know that her favorite hobby is arts & crafts. 
 
Profe  Karen Jordan is our 3-5th & Middle School Spanish Teacher and students may call her Profe Jordan. Her birthday is 
June 25th and she has worked in education for 16 years and this is her 2nd at Monforton. Her husband’s name is Will and they 
have two children Miriam (3 ½ years) and Milo (18 months). A few of her favorite things include: Summer, the U.S. Women’s 
Soccer National Team, Authentic Mexican food anywhere in Austin, Texas  , Narwhal or Sea Otter, hiking, camping or traveling 
and the outdoors. If she could eliminate one hour of the day she would eliminate getting my kids up in the morning, dressed, 
fed breakfast and out of the house! This is a very hectic time of the morning. 
 
Ms. Sarah Newton is a 3rd Grade Teacher and students call her “Ms. Newton”. Her birthday is December 31st and she has a 
very old cat named Misty. This is her 2nd year at Monforton. A few of her favorite things include: Winter, any kind of Bookstore, 
Wild Crumb, Cold Smoke, GO Bobcats!, chips & salsa, bobcats, & Pete the Cat – she loves his attitude! She loves both outdoors 
and indoors: outdoors for hiking, fishing, and exploring; indoors for reading, relaxing, and making pie! 
 
Mrs .  Nikki Robbins previously taught school at Ophir in Big Sky and this is her 10th year at Monforton. She is a second 
grade teacher and her students call her Ms. Robbins. Her husband’s name is Jim and they have three children; Wesley, Megan, 
& Nolan and a Golden Doodle named, Tula. A few of her favorite things are Saffron Table, Nordic Brewery, Black Bird, any kind 
of gum, Starbucks, Cold Smoke, City Brew, Scones, Synergy Kombucha, and she loves watching her kids play soccer! If she 
wasn’t at school, she would you be on a beach in the Caribbean. Her family loves to skii, hike and bike and she also loves to 
read, knit and hang out with her family. You should know that she loves kids and she LOVES working at Monforton! If she 
could eliminate one hour of the day, it would be 5:00 pm -so she wouldn’t have to make dinner. 
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Prospective Candidates for the Board of Trustees Respond to Monforton Schools Questionnaire 
 
Name:  Sarah Baumgartner 
Family  Members :  Todd (Electrician), Liam (3rd Grade), Eli (K) 
Why are you running for the Monforton School Board of  Trustees?  
I have a strong passion for the education of young minds and care deeply that we provide our children a safe, positive and 
supportive environment and tools they need to learn. I believe a huge part of creating this environment for students is making 
sure teachers and staff feel valued and supported and that they have the resources they need to educate and help children 
develop.  
I volunteer inside the classroom and at other school sponsored activities and see first-hand what an amazing school 
environment Monforton offers. I believe that Monforton leads the way in the Gallatin Valley with elementary/middle school 
education, has qualified teachers and staff that care deeply for the families they serve and I want to do my part to serve the 
Monforton Community and assist in making decisions that will help Monforton continue to grow and excel.  
I have a background in health and wellness, work in the corporate world and co-founded and co-own a well-respected early 
learning center in town. Through these endeavors I have realized how much impact can be made in young people’s lives through 
learning, partnerships with families, engaged teachers and support available based on a child’s needs.  
I have a background in financials, budgets, communication, and leadership. I am fair, creative, like to think outside the box, and 
am solution oriented.  
What  are the b iggest i ssues fac ing the Monforton School  Distr ict and how would you like to address those 
concerns? 
I think there are three areas of focus for the Monforton School District: 
1. Growth of the school enrollment and space- Although Monforton is just completing addition to both the elementary and 

middle school the growth in four corners area continues to boom and additional space will be needed. I think it is important 
to be looking ahead to what the potential needs will be and actively communicating this to the community for transparency 
and to get buy in and support ahead of funding needs.  

2. Maintaining Academic Excellence- Monforton is continually regarded as on of the best schools in the area. In order to stay 
on this path and continue to offer a variety of academic options, it will be important to continue to look at ways to support 
our developing children and expose them to additional programs and curriculum. 

3. Staff retention and engagement- Across the country and all business sectors we are in a climate where the number of jobs 
outnumbers the number of qualified applicants and while Monforton continually attracts and retains top teachers, I believe 
that in order to retain top notch teachers and staff a focus needs to be on serving those that serve our children. I would like 
to explore what is currently being done in this realm and be part of continued improvement in this area.  

 
Name:  Amy Free (incumbent) 
Family  Members : Ty- husband, Dylanne- daughter (10), Dayne- son (8) 
Why are you running for the Monforton School Board of  Trustees?  
I have currently been on the Monforton School Board for 3 years. I thoroughly enjoy my time devoted to the board and have 
gained extensive knowledge of the policies necessary for the effective operation and the general improvement of the school 
system and a high appreciation for the Monforton School administration, faculty, and staff and all the issues and adversity with 
which they deal with daily, monthly, and yearly.  
I have two children attending Monforton and also many friends with children attending, a position on the board affords me the 
opportunity to assist in making the best decisions for our children and the future of this wonderful & unique school.  
What  are the b iggest i ssues fac ing the Monforton School  Distr ict and how would you like to address those 
concerns? 
Having lived in the Monforton School District for 14 years, one of the biggest issues facing this district is the obvious, growth, and 
staying ahead of the rapid growth.  
Since serving on the board, we have had to make some tough decisions by coming back to the community and asking to undergo 
construction to stay ahead of the growth so we have the best learning environment for our children, yet these decisions have 
served our school exceptionally well over the years.  
A few other pertinent issues would include the safety of our children, retaining high caliber faculty & staff, and maintaining the 
unique small/rural feel of our school. We can address these concerns by working closely with our administration, faculty, staff, 
and tight-knit community, just as Monforton has done skillfully over the years by adopting policies that give the district direction 
to set priorities and achieve its goals.   
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Prospective Candidates for the Board of Trustees Respond to Monforton Schools Questionnaire 
Name:  Dawn Allinger Lewis 
Family  Members :  Mark, Peyton (5th), Dylan (3rd) 
Why are you running for  the Monforton School Board of  Trustees? 
I am running for the Monforton School Board of Trustees because I feel its my obligation to serve. Since moving back to my 
hometown two years ago, I have done my best to become an engaged parent and citizen. I have been involved in the Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO), volunteer in the classroom, take an active role in many events and fundraisers throughout the year, coach 
basketball (YMCA and Monforton) and soccer for the YMCA, and finally give financially.  
We are blessed to own a local business which allows the flexibility and time to help as desired, and I’d like to try and make a bigger 
contribution by bringing my experiences to the Board of Trustee. Prior to our children enrolling at Monforton, I was able to be 
apart of Montessori per-K (Bozeman) and K-8 private (Indianapolis) schools. Those experiences have allowed me to see different 
systems and methods of education, and believe they give me ideas and insight into ways we may continue to build upon the 
foundation of success at Monforton.  
Like it or not, Bozeman is changing. With that change, modifying what we do and how we do it is necessary. With a positive attitude, 
willingness to work and a desire to continue placing children and community first, I believe that I can bring a new perspective and 
help guide change and growth for the better.  
What  are the b iggest i ssues fac ing Monforton School  Distr ict  and how would you l ike  to address those 
concerns? 
As noted previously, Bozeman is changing; its popularity is a national notion. With that, immense benefits arise, but it also creates 
new challenges. I feel the biggest benefits and challenges facing the Monforton School District is exponential growth, financial 
security, and personal connection. Monforton School’s reputation feeds into the desire to live in the district with a special 
connection to the community and students, as well as a healthy and safe environment. As such, we must do our best to anticipate 
growth and plan fiscally for it. Financial stability includes prioritizing needs, making smart economic choices, and asking the 
community for support. Schools are restricted financially with available government dollars. We are fortunate enough to live in a 
community so willing to give, but we also live in a community that has a tremendous range of income and resources. Working to 
ensure that all the students at Monforton have the same opportunities is really important, and it will grow as a challenge in a 
continued period of high growth. As such, I would continue to evaluate school needs and desires outside of the school day and 
continue to ask for financial donations and volunteerism. Nothing happens without the support of others. And as we all know, it 
takes a village to raise, healthy, balanced children.  
 
Name:  Brett Megaard 
Family  Members :  Rachel (Wife), Daughters Ava (9 – 3rd Grade) & Savanna (8 – 2nd Grade) 
Why are you running for the Monforton School Board of  Trustees?  
I am running for the School Board because I want to do what I can to help have a positive impact on my daughters schooling and 
for the Children to come. Monforton’s school enrollment had been growing like crazy and that isn’t going to change much in the 
near future. I believe I can help Monforton keep its small community feel while still being able to provide a fun and safe 
environment for our kids.  
What  are the b iggest i ssues fac ing the Monforton School  Distr ict and how would you like to address those 
concerns? 
As everyone sees, the immense growth within the Monforton boundary, not to mention the valley, is leading to additional stress on 
the district and its people. As a native Bozeman-ite, and with my technical background being a Civil Engineer, I feel that I can help 
keep the District fiscally responsible with the bonding that they need, in order to keep up with the surrounding growth and properly 
funding/maintaining our schools.  
 
Name:   Lona Voigt 
Family  Members :  Husband, Stephen – Sons, Stevie (15) Bozeman High, Scott (13) Monforton – Dog, Ginger 
Why are you running for the Monforton School  Board of Trustees? 
Our boys have flourished in Bozeman and I would be thrilled to give back to our community in this way. I have been involved in 
education for the past 10 years. I am newer to Bozeman but not new to education. In my involvement I have worn several different 
hats, serving as parent, volunteer and an educator. First and foremost from being involved in my twos sons education. Then onto 
serving the school as a whole as the PTA president and school advisory chairperson at our Elementary School in Florida. I also have 
served on several districts level committees for our local Florida middle schools and high schools. After being so involved as a 
volunteer, I accepted a long-term substitute role and taught Kindergarten for a year. Creating a community through education is so 
important, I have been extremely happy with our son’s experience at Monforton this year. The community that has been created at 
Monforton is beautiful. Maintaining this community feel with the growth that Monforton is experiencing is extremely important. I 
would be happy to serve my community in this capacity. 
What  are the b iggest i ssues fac ing Monforton School  Distr ict  and how would you l ike  to address those 
concerns? 
I see the growth of Monforton as a wonderful thing but I also understand the challenges that come with rapid growth. I would like to 
help Monforton create long-term visions and goals as a district and plan to achieve these goals.  
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Contact us! 
 

Monforton School District #27 
Phone number: (406) 586-1557 

 
Monforton Elementary School Monforton Middle School 
6001 Monforton School Rd.  415 Circle F Trail 

Bozeman, MT. 59718   Bozeman, MT. 59718 
Fax: (406) 587-5049  Fax: (406) 586-2642 

Greetings Monforton Families, 
 
This is an exciting time of year to be in middle school. The opportunity for students to extend their learning 
outside of the classroom is vital to developing well-rounded young adults. The Wildcats up in the middle school 
have been full in this pursuit since coming back from spring break. We have had trips to the Emerson to learn 
what it takes to be an art docent, finished off our snow sports education program, attended the state science 
fair, attended the state geography bee, taken in a Native American drum and dance performance, and 
participated in our first of two service learning days. As we move through April the Wildcats will not be slowing 
down as we will taking part in track and field, art fair, STEAM week, Monforton Miles and the 8th grade trip to 
Washington D.C. 
All of the events that we do to enrich our student’s learning would not be possible without our Monforton 
families. I want to take a moment to say thank for always being willing to jump in and help us out in making 
your child’s educational experience the best one possible. 
 
Thanking you, 
Joe Hagemeister 
5-8 Principal 

Monforton Elementary is buzzing with activities and student-learning opportunities this Spring!  April started 
with several field trips including downhill skiing, visits to see the Murdoch’s chicks, a performance from the 
Montana State University Powwow singers and dancers, as well as motivational speaker Robyn Klenk owner of 
Gallatin Valley Martial Arts. Wow, what a fun-filled start to our month! 
Friday, April 12 please join us for our Annual Art Fair that provides fun for the whole family!  And don’t forget 
to sign up early for the Monforton Miles Race that will take place Saturday, April 27.  Our ROAR Assembly, on 
April 22, will kick off for our first district-wide STEAM Week.  We have special activities that will be occurring 
in each grade level in addition to a fun-filled evening event for the children to experience several different 
types of STEAM activities.   
Spring is here, however that still means cold, wet, and unpredictable weather.  Please send your child with long 
pants, jackets, or sweatshirts in the morning.  It is also a good idea to stick an extra pair of clothing in their 
backpacks just incase they get muddy or wet during outdoor recesses.  If your child is growing out of their 
clothes, please consider donating to Mrs. Flack, our school counselor, who gets clothing for students when they 
are needed. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in serving our children. 
Laura Axtman, K-4 Principal 


