
Did you know about our accessory lost and 
found in the office? 

The Elementary School has a separate lost and found for small items! 
 

We have 3 watches, two keys, a couple necklaces, two pairs of glasses, 
multiple rings, bracelets and lots of single earrings! There is also a basket 

of headbands, tiny toys, and key chains. If you or your child has lost 
something similar to those items listed above, please come ask the front 

office to look at it! 

 

Feb. 14 

P .T . O .  Me et i ng  8 :30a m  

Jump Rope for Heart! 
Kinder-1st 9:00-9:30 & 2nd-4th 9:45-10:45 in 

the Elementary School Gym 

Feb. 15 

P.T.O. Jungle Book Play at 6:00pm in the 
Elementary Gym 

Middle School Dance 6:30-9pm in the Middle 
School Gym 

Feb. 16 
P.T.O. Jungle Book Play at 2:00pm in the 

Elementary Gym 

Feb. 18 
Pres i d ent s Da y 

No  schoo l  

Feb. 21 Mrs. Norton’s Homeroom Class to Crosscut 

Feb. 22 
Mr. Price’s Homeroom Class to Crosscut 

Bookmobile day! 

Feb. 25 B .H .S .  Reg ist ra t i on N ight  5-7 pm 

Feb. 27 
Spec ia l  F oun da t i on Mee t i ng  a t  

Buffa lo  Bump 6 :30-7 :30 pm 

Mar. 1 
A l l  Lost  &  Found  I tems  w i th  N O 

na me w i l l  be  d on at ed .  

Mar.  4 3rd Grade Ski Day 

Mar. 6 7th Grade Ski Day 

Mar. 7 
P.T.O. Contra dance Night 6:00-8:00pm 

Jump Rope for Hearts in the Middle School 
at 2:00PM  

Mar. 8 
Paren t Tea cher  Con fere nce s 

No  schoo l  

Mar. 10 Daylight Savings Time! 

Mar. 12 Board Meet i ng  6 :0 0p m 

Mar. 14 P .T . O .  Me et i ng  8 :30a m 

Mar. 15-24 
Spr ing Break !  

No  schoo l  

 

Upcoming Events 

Snack Shack Volunteers 
We are always in need of volunteers for snack shack, especially during 
games and afterschool concessions in the Middle School! If you ever have 
some free time, follow the links below to sign up!  
 
Elementary School Sign up Genius Link  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0445A5A729A2F85-snack4 
Middle School Sign up Genius Link  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0445A5A729A2F85-middle1/ 

Counseling Office Needs Clothing 
Donations 

Do you have any extra girls pants in size 6 & 7? 
If you have any gently used ones you are planning to get rid of please 
consider donating them to Monforton. We use these for students when they 
have bathroom accidents, spill food on themselves at lunch or end up in the 
mud at recess, etc. Thank you!   



A L i t t l e  About  Jump Rope for  Heart   

Jump Rope for Heart is a fantastic physical activity and fundraising program that has been 
run by the Heart Foundation for over 35 years. It’s a great way for your child to keep fit 
and learn new skills, but it also helps raise funds for vital heart research and education 
programs. Since Jump Rope for Heart started in 1983, schools like ours have raised more 
than $75 million for the Heart Foundation’s lifesaving work! 

Thank  you  to  ALL t he  students  who are  gett ing  invo lved w i th  Jump Rope for Heart !   
Parents, your student should have received a packet introducing the program, the prizes, and the permission slip to participate. Jump Rope for 
Heart is well underway and it’s great to see so many children out on the playground skipping with smiles on their faces. It’s not long until our Jump 
Off day on February 14th so keep on practicing those tricks! And don’t forget to share your online fundraising page with friends and family to 
raise money for a great cause! Still need to sign up online? It’s easy, just follow this link and enter your details! 
https://jumprope.heartfoundation.org.au/register 
On February 14th the Kindergarten - 1st grade will Jump from 9:00-9:30 AM and 2nd - 4th 
will Jump from 9:45-10:45 AM in the Elementary School Gym.  
On March 7th our Middle School will be Jumping at 2:00PM. 

Kindergarten Registration Information 
March 1st - June 1st, 2019 

Monforton School is conducting its annual Kindergarten Registration for children residing in Monforton School District #27 from March 1st 
through June 1st. Children who will turn 5 on or before September 10, 2019 qualify for Kindergarten Registration. Please bring the following… 

♥ A copy of their Immunization record 
♥ A copy of their Birth Certificate 
♥ Proof of district residency 

We are conducting an open registration and will be available at the Front Office from 8:00  AM to 4:00  PM,  Monday  trough  Fr iday 
during those dates.  

Any new students  i n  t he  Monforton Schoo l  D is tr i c t  may regi ster  at  th is  t ime as  wel l .  
Our enrollment form can be found through our website or by following the link provided below. Call the Elementary Front Office with any 
questions. 
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=bW9uZm9ydG9uc2Nob29sLm9yZ3xzY2hvb2x8Z3g6NTJkMmQzZDlmZDMxNTM2 

Important Information 



Messages from our Principals 

Monforton Families, 
 

Another busy and productive month in the elementary has passed and we are onto new fun adventures in February!  During the month of 
January students had a visit from Miss Montana, a visit to the Museum of the Rockies (2nd grade), a Responsibility Assembly, Cross Country 
Skiing at Crosscut (4th grade), a performance by PercOrchestra, and a bus ride to watch the Anderson School production of Fiddler on the Roof 
(4th grade).  Wow, what a month full of adventures with many more to come. 
 
Our ROAR Leadership continues to be observed and appreciated throughout the school.  There have been many examples of leadership within the 
school; I am so proud of our students as they lend a hand to a friend, walk quietly in our hallways, use teamwork to solve a problem, and continue 
to be responsible even when no one is watching.  Keep up the great work! At our February ROAR assembly the kindergarteners will be sharing 
what it means to be a good friend. 
 
This month’s PTO Family Fun Night is the Jungle Book Play!  The play will take place in the elementary gym Friday, February 15 at 6:00 pm and 
Saturday, February 16 at 2:00.  The event is free to attend, but donations are welcomed. 
 
Have a great month! 
Laura Axtman  
K-4 Principal 



Busy 2nd Graders 

2nd grade has been very busy! They went to the Museum of the Rockies 
where they learned all about dinosaurs and fossils! Then they came back 
and created their own Dinosaur Diorama Museum!  They have also been 
learning about abstract paintings with a mix of colors! Below are a few 

snap shots of their experience at the museum as well as a couple of their 
Dino Dioramas! Thank you to all the parents that came to see them! 



Nurse News 

 



Miss Montana’s Crown to Classroom Tour 



Visiting Artist Kirsten Kainz 

The Middle School welcomed visiting artist Kirsten Kainz to 
Monforton. Kirsten is one of four artists middle schoolers 

are learning about for their yearlong theme of 
Environmental Art. Kirsten is a local metal smith, who 

makes animal sculptures using recycled metal. Many of her 
works highlight endangered animals. Her latest work is a 
Bison located in the Big Sky town center. The name of the 
piece is Waldazo, honoring 1st Grade Teacher Katherine 

Johnson’s father. We are grateful to Kirsten for donating 
her time to work with our students! 



PTO Fun Night: Ceramics and Painting  

Here are some photos from our PTO Ceramics and Painting fun night! 
Thank you so much to Heidi Fox and Ms. Filloux for teaching our friends 

how to pour paint and create ceramics! 

If you missed out, don’t worry! PTO works super hard to provide 
a family friendly fun night once a month! Keep your eyes on our 
Upcoming Events section to learn more about dates and times! 



Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

In celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. Day our 4th graders learned about civil rights 
leaders like him. They created their own “stained glass mosaics” of peaceful words, 

symbols or images that they felt like represented all that M.L.K. and other giants of this 
time stood for out of tissue paper. Some students worked together to create phrases 

such as “We stand together” and “Keep Dreaming”.  
 

Come see all their hard work in the Elementary School Cafeteria! 



Keeping 4th grade interesting 

4th grade goes to Crosscut 
Lots of our classes have had the opportunity to go cross-country skiing or have trips 

coming up! Below are a couple of photos from the 4th grades day trips! 



R.O.A.R. assembly 

Montana State University’s Center for Health and Safety Culture has teamed up with the Montana Department of Health and Human Services 
Addictive and Mental Health Disorders Division and the Prevention Resource Center to introduce a new website for parents that we would like to 
share with you!  
https://parentingmontana.org/ 
 
They have information for every age from Kindergarten through high school and 
you’re able to find the right tools for your children by age group. There is 
everything from videos to surveys and links to other resources covering a 
variety of topics from anger to bullying to routines to backtalk to meltdowns and 
listening.  



Coffee Fundraiser for the Performing Arts 

The money has been counted, the orders have been made, & now its time to reveal our winners!  
We sold a total of 1,140 bags of coffee and received a total of $1,265 just from generous donations!  
Thi s means we ra ised a lm ost $ 12 ,000 for  the  Performing  Arts  at  Monforton !  

 
Each student will get prizes based on how many bags of coffee sold, as well as a prize for the top 

money earners! If you sell…  
1-2 bags: Bendy Smiley Toy 

3-4 bags: A Sweet Peaks ice cream treat OR a $3 snack shack card 
5-9 bags: A Bozeman Hot Springs Swim Pass 

10-14 bags: New Day Bakery Doughnuts 
15-20 bags: Dart Zone Pass 

 
Our top selling classrooms and winners of a pizza party are… 

Mr. Bringenberg’s class with a total of $1,687  
& 6A Group in the Middle School with a total of $1,927  

 
The top 7 students that collected over $300 will win an additional prize! Their names will be put in a 
drawing for either a Big Sky April Season pass, Museum of the Rockies passes, a Bobcat Game 

experience and more!  
 

 Lukas Mergenthaler $512   Avery Friedman $480 Lily Barnes $383  
 Hudson Jones $361   Avery Goodman $343  Megan Hartel $315 
     Hannah Maxwell $308 

 

This Fundraiser would not be possible with out ROCKFORD Coffee Roasters! 
A tremendously big thank you to Bozeman Hot Springs, Sweet Peaks Ice Cream, DartZone, New Day Bakery, Costco, and Town & Country 

for sponsoring our prizes!  
If you visit any of these lovely establishments, please send our gratitude for supporting our school! 



Harvest of the Month:  Beets  

Chiog
gia 

Beet 

Did you know? 
♥ The Romans were some of the first people to cultivate and develop beets for their roots as well as use them for 

feeding animals. The Greeks were the first people to consume both the roots and leaves. 
♥ The color of beetroots can range from dark purple to bright red, yellow, or white. When cut transversely, the 

roots show light and dark rings, sometimes alternating. The Chioggia beet is red and white-stripped and is 
nicknamed the “candy-cane” beet. 

♥ While different in nutrient composition and culinary use, sugar beets are an important part of Montana’s 
economy. Montana is a top producer of sugar beets, harvesting nearly 1.5 million pounds from 44,000 acres in 
2014! 

♥ Beets are a source of potassium, vitamin A, vitamin C, iron, and magnesium- all great for growing bodies and 
athletes!  

♥ Although beets are not grown in the winter in Montana, they can be kept fresh in the right storage conditions for 
months, making them a good vegetable for winter months.  

Produce Tips 
Select beets with firm skins. Smaller beets are more tender. If greens are still attached, select beets with fresh 
looking leaves. Beetroots can be stored in a plastic bag in the refrigerator up to two weeks. Remove greens before 
storing. Beet greens should be used with in a few days. 
Cooking Tips 
Beets are a versatile food that can be eaten roasted, steamed, raw, and pickled. Beets will bleed their red color onto 
other foods. Cook beets separately from other foods and add at the end of recipes to avoid turning your entire dish 
pink. Also, try golden varieties or Chioggia (red and white stripped), which do not bleed their colors. Beet greens can 
also be eaten raw, steamed, or in recipes in place of greens such as spinach.  



News From the Middle School Library 

In the beginning part of 2019 the library has focused on multiple of projects: 8th grade has done some research on a prospective occupation, 
learning how much education some professions require, the annual cost of school, and some of the working conditions that might be 
expected.  That research was transformed into an infograph. 7th grade has been researching a famous person with a growth mindset, creating 
a 3-D report, and completing a 'pop art' image of that person in Google Drawings.  6th grade is researching two animals to compare and 
contrast, the project will mimic a popular book series called, Who Would Win.  Grades 6, 7, and 8 are roughly half way through a chapter book, 
which is being read aloud to them.  5th grade is continuing to explore a variety of genres, which are read aloud to them, and practicing study skills, 
which they will use in middle school and beyond.  This group has also been practicing coding during their tech time! 
 
STEAM class recently took a field trip to the Children's Museum of Bozeman with help of an experiential learning grant from the Monforton 
School Foundation.  Students practiced the physics involved in making a catapult, and 3-D design on Tinkercad.  What a tremendous learning 
experience this was! Thank you Monforton School Foundation! 



We have had a building challenge this week.  The challenge was to build a geometric shape or a model of a famous landmark out of marshmallows 
and toothpicks.  It was a great deal of fun that required multi-step planning, critical thinking skills, and cooperation.  It was also challenging not to 
eat the marshmallows.  We read,What Do You Do With An Idea?  By Kobi Yamada and illustrated by Mae Besom.  This is one of our new books 

from our Book fair in the fall.  Thank you Country Bookshelf.  The week of February 11th 2nd through 4th grades will be starting round 2 of the 
Break-out Box challenges.  Each round of puzzles are a little more challenging than the last. 

Library with Mrs. Nora and Art with Ms. Filloux 



Mis s Morgan  Webber  has worked at Monforton for three years. Students call her Miss Webber and her birthday is March 11. She has an 8 year old 
daughter Harlow and they have a puppy named Comet. A few of Miss Webber’s favorites include Amazon & Cactus records, 
coffee, “5” gum, Narwhals (her daughter loves them as they are the unicorn of the sea!), Saturdays, Angels Baseball, Winter 
because she love the snow and prefers to be cold over hot, Goldfish crackers & Skinny Pop popcorn, the restaurant Jam! She 
likes the book, “The Little Duckling” because her daughter used to love when she read it to her. When she is not at the school, she 

enjoys being at home, playing with her daughter and puppy. She really doesn’t have a favorite day of the week because she loves going to work but also 
loves spending her time off with family and friends. Teaching is her 'second career' as she was in the Air Force for a couple of years before she went to 
school to become a teacher. 
  
Ms .  Jen e l l  Hef l in  is our Elementary School Physical Education teacher and she has been a teacher for four years, two being at Monforton! Students call 
her “Ms. Heflin”, but that will change next year to Mrs. Logan. Her birthday is May 30th and she has two fur children, one is a Chiweenie (Chihuahua/Weiner 
dog mix) and his name is Brody and the other is a Collie/Australian Shepherd mix and her name is Boone. Both of them 
are super sweet and have great little personalities! A few of her favorite things include; Scheels or Eddie Bauer, any 
coffee, “5” gum in Cobalt, Sharks, Saturdays, Ted’s,  anything Dr. Seuss, anything with peanut butter or almond butter, 
& Summer. Her favorite sports teams are NFL: Texans/Colts, NBA: Mavericks, MLB: Red Socks (World Series 
Champs!), College Football: Texas/Montana State, College basketball: Texas/Kansas. You can find her the gym, playing 
basketball, snowboarding, hiking, attending any number of sporting events, traveling with her Fiancé, or with her nose stuck in a book. A fun fact about Ms. 
Heflin is that her number one bucket list item is to swim with the Great White Sharks off the coast of South Africa or Australia, because those are biggest! 
  
Mr .  Trav i s  Pr i ce  is Monforton’s Athletic Director & teaches Middle School Physical Education; students call him Mr. Price. His birthday is in the Spring and 
he got married last summer on August 11 to Kristin. They have an adorable Golden doodle named Franco, and an obnoxiously cuddly kitten named Britta. Mr. 
Price took a gap year in the middle of college and spent the year substitute teaching and coaching high school XC, basketball, and track. After he graduated 
college, he taught high school English for two years in a small Montana town before coming to Monforton where he worked as a para for a year and now 
he’s teaching P.E. A few of his favorite things include Amazon, Cold Smoke, Water, Trident, Spring, Bears, Saturdays, Duke and “The Shiny Fish Book.” If Mr. 
Price wasn’t at the school he would probably be exploring some new restaurants with his wife. He loves being outside when the weather is nice and indoor 
when the weather is not. He genuinely loves his job! 
 
Ms .  Mar i ann e  F i l lo ux is Monforton’s Elementary Art teacher and she has taught at Monforton for 16 years and 10 years at MSU (School of Art and 

Department of Education). Students call her Ms. Filloux and her birthday is September 4. She has a lovely 18-year-old 
daughter, Margo and is fond of cats. A few of her favorite things include Blackbird Kitchen as she loves local businesses that 
keep their profits in our community, all of our wonderful seasons especially Summer, Thursdays, coyotes, and “The Little 
House” series because it taught her to love the little overlooked things in life. If she wasn’t at the school you could find her 
backpacking or skiing, with Margo or making a feast with family and friends. She’d like more hours in the day and enjoys both 

indoors and outdoors. When she was in Elementary School, she was the shortest in her class (all has changed since then!). 
  
Mrs .  Jess ic a  F lack  is our Elementary School Counselor and she has worked in education for 11 years and spent 10 of those years at Monforton! 
Students call her Mrs. Flack. Her birthday is September 22nd. Her husband’s name is Dustin and they have three children; Luke, Liv, & Troy. Their family 
has two pets: a 9-year-old boxer, Sage and a cat, Zoie & Luke has a fish named Skull. Mrs. Flack likes any restaurant that has good sushi or good seafood 
pasta! A few of her favorites are seltzer water & coffee, Saturdays, and Moose, for a wild animal pick. If she wasn’t at the school, you could find 
her somewhere with her family maybe camping at the lake and in the mountains. If she could eliminate one hour of the day it 
would be dinner hour on school nights because it is the craziest hour of the day in their house. One thing she’d like you to know 
about her is that she loves to archery hunt and shot an elk with her bow.  She doesn’t get out much anymore with three little 
ones but looks forward to the day where her whole family can archery hunt together but for now, they just hang out at 
camp.	

Meet Monforton brought to you by our P.T.O. 



Meet Monforton Continued  

Mrs .  Stacey  Sp r i ng er is a Kindergarten Teacher and has taught Kindergarten for 11 years all at Monforton. Students call her Mrs. Springer and her 
birthday is November 17th. Her family is made up of her spouse Ryan and two children Brooke, who is 20 years old and 
Carli, who is 18. They have two dogs, Tobin, a Shebrador (German Shepard and Black Lab mix), and Kaia, a Shiba Inu. A 
few of her favorite things include: The Bay, Fall, Elephants, any kind of Coffee, Saturday, Nuts, mint Trident, Seattle 
Sounders, Franklin the Turtle (series), Target, & City Brew Coffee. If Mrs. Springer wasn’t at school, you could find her 
at home on the sofa with a good book and a cup of coffee or hiking Hyalite Canyon with her girls. If she could eliminate one 

hour of the day, she would actually, go the opposite way and add an hour to her day in the evening where she could just sit longer with her family and relax 
before bed. She loves both outdoors and indoors and would like people to know that: She loves teaching Kindergarten and helping each of her students to 
become the best version of themselves. They seem to do that for her each and every day! 
  
Mrs .  Don na Fu l l er is Monforton’s Bus Driver Extraordinaire (one of two!)!! She has worked at Monforton for 44 years! Woohoo! Her birthday is April 
25th and she has a black lab that is 4 years old.  Mrs. Fuller has 4 adult children that all went to Monforton School and she will be married to her spouse 
Gordon Fuller for 60 years come July! A few of her favorites include: Walmart, Cold Smoke, all kinds of Costco snacks, Olive Garden, Fridays, Spring, 
& Coffee. If she wasn’t at school, you could find her at her house holding her 9-month-old grandchild. She likes the outdoors… but also indoors by the fireplace 
when it’s cold. She’d like to eliminate the hour of 6pm – so she doesn’t have to cook supper! She would like people to know that she loves the kids on her bus, 
her job, her children & grandchildren (9 of them now), her family & the Lord! 
  
Mrs .  M ik k i  Staker  is a first grade teacher and has taught school for 7 years with 4 being at Monforton! Students call her Mrs. Staker and her 
birthday is October 30th. Her husband is Eric and they have a fur baby dog-named Archie. A few of her favorites include: 
Target & Country Bookshelf (she loves reading in her free time!!), Fresco Café or the Coop, coffee, & dogs (mostly 
Archie). If Mrs. Staker wasn’t at school, you might find her camping and rafting with Eric and Archie, or hiking, running, 
& biking. She’d like people to know that she loves teaching, doing puzzles, reading, and she loves to be silly in class! Oh, and 
she wouldn’t eliminate any hours in the day! 
  
Mrs .  L eah  S loan  is a first grade teacher and it is her 5th year at Monforton. Students call her Mrs. Sloan and she has held a variety of positions at 

Monforton such as Kindergarten Teacher. Her summer birthday is on August 25th. Mrs. Sloan and her husband, Chris, have four 
sons. She is obsessed with boxers and is on her third one – Bear. He’s 8! They also have saltwater fish (6 of them) and have a 
“grand-dog” black lab named Fenway. A few of her favorite things include anything “Montana Made”, shops with teas, pottery, or 
interesting paper products, fun pens, paper, Post-it’s & notebooks, handmade soaps and lotions with essential oils, the Bobcats, 
reading & playing board games, dogs especially Boxers, canoeing and catching fish on the lake. You should know that once she 
was written into a book as a character and that she knows a lot about cars & how they work or what’s broken! She prefers being 
outdoors as long as it is warm - hot even. She loves summer! If she could eliminate any hour of the day it would be 4:00-5:00AM so 
that she won't wake up before her alarm clock. 

 
Ms .  Car ly  Lew is  is a second grade teacher and has taught at Monforton for 7 years. Students call her Ms. Lewis and she was born on Father’s Day- 
June 18th. She has a puppy named Homer, who is pretty much her child. Homer is an 8-month-old Bluetick Coonhound mix. He 
already weighs 64 pounds!! Homer loves children, adventuring outdoors, playing with other dogs, and snuggling on the couch or 
in bed. A few of her favorites include Fink’s Deli or Montana Fish Co., Wild Joes’ Coffee Shop, the outdoors (everything about it!), 
and winter when huge fluffy snowflakes are falling from the sky. Whenever there is snow in the mountains you can find her 
backcountry skiing or at Bridger Bowl. Once the snow has melted, you can find her on a trail hiking, biking or running with 
friends and of course her hound dog, Homer. 
   
 



 

Contact us! 
 

Monforton School District #27 
Phone number: (406) 586-1557 

 
Monforton Elementary School  Monforton Middle School 

6001 Monforton School Rd.  415 Circle F Trail 
Bozeman, MT. 59718   Bozeman, MT. 59718 

Fax: (406) 587-5049  Fax: (406) 586-2642 

Meet Monforton Continued.. 
N ikk i  Robb in s previously taught school at Ophir in Big Sky and this is her 10th year at Monforton. She is a second grade teacher and her students call her 

Ms. Robbins. Her husband’s name is Jim and they have three children; Wesley, Megan, & Nolan and a Golden Doodle named 
Tula. A few of her favorite things are Saffron Table, Nordic Brewery, Black Bird, any kind of gum, Starbucks, Cold 
Smoke, City Brew, Scones, Synergy Kombucha, and she loves watching her kids play soccer! If she wasn’t at school, she 
would you be on a beach in the Caribbean. Her family loves to ski, hike and bike and she also loves to read, knit and hang out 
with her family. You should know that she loves kids and she LOVES working at Monforton! If she could eliminate one hour 

of the day, it would be 5:00 pm -so she wouldn’t have to make dinner. 
 
Mic he l le  Ben son  is a second grade teacher and has spent all of her 7 years in education at Monforton! Students call her Mrs. Benson and her birthday is 
July 13th. Her husband is, Mitch, and they have one daughter, Grace who is 10-months-old. They also have two dogs, George 
and Kimber. A few of her favorite things are chocolate, Thursdays, Bald Eagles, the outdoors, and the book “Oh, The Places 
You’ll Go!” If she wasn’t at school she would be with her family doing something outside! They love to go camping, dirt biking, 
hiking, skiing and snowmobiling. You should know that she student taught in New Zealand and loved every minute of it! She 
wouldn’t eliminate any hours in the day, as she would add more in spending an extra hour in the evening with her family. 

Connect with us 

       Don’t forget!  
     We collect box tops! 

Elem Office 2



