
Jan.  11 
Bookmobile visits the Middle School at 12:30 

& Elementary at 1:00 
6th Grade Ski Trip 

Jan. 15 Visiting Artist Kirsten Kainz at 8:30am 

Jan. 16 
Monforton Foundation meeting at 6:30pm 

Visiting Artist Kirsten Kainz at 8:30am 

Jan. 18 Geography Bee at 1-2:30pm in M.S. gym 

Jan. 21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Jan. 23 B.H.S. Pre-Registration in the M.S. 
Library at 10:15-11:15 

Jan. 24 2nd Grade field trip to the M.O.R. 

Jan. 25 

PTO Ceramics & Painting fun night! 6-8pm 
in the Elementary Cafeteria 

Bookmobile visits the Middle School at 12:30 
& Elementary at 1:00 

Jan. 28 Mrs. Collins 4th Grade Cross Country Ski 

Jan. 29 Mrs. Wolcotts 4th Grade Cross Country Ski 

Jan. 30 Ms. Gansers 4th Grade Cross Country Ski 

Feb. 1 Any item in the Lost & Found with NO name, 
will be donated 

Feb. 4 

B.H.S. Incoming Freshmen Parent Info 
Night 6-8pm 

Art & Culture Fair Meeting at 3:40 in Mrs. 
Wolcott’s Room 

Mrs. Strattons Class goes to Crosscut 
Feb. 5 Mrs. Krohns Class goes to Crosscut 
Feb. 7 Mrs. Slussers Class goes to Crosscut 

Feb. 8 
Mr. DeArmonds Class goes to Crosscut 

4th Grade goes to the Symphony in Bozeman 
Feb. 12 Monforton Board Meeting at 6pm 

Feb. 13 
Bridger Charter Academy Info Night 6-

7pm 
8th Grade Ski Trip 

Feb. 14 
PTO meeting at 8:30am 

Middle School Spelling Bee 10am in the gym 

Feb. 15-16 PTOs’ Jungle Book Play in the Elementary 
Gym. Time TBD 

Feb. 18 Presidents Day No School! 

Feb. 21 Mrs. Nortons Class to Crosscut 

Feb. 22 Mr. Prices Class to Crosscut 

Feb. 25 B.H.S.  Rural Registration Night 5-7pm 
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 To all of the parents, students, and staff who sponsored a child 

through the Gift of Giving Tree this year, THANK YOU.  
Your kindness and generosity is greatly appreciated! We feel so 

grateful to be part of a community that is so supportive and giving to 
one another. Thank you again!  

- Jana Wagner & Jessica Flack, Monforton Counselors 
 

Monforton School is an official 
collector of Box Tops! The 
front office uses them for a 

variety of things, like the 
beautiful flowers we all get to 

enjoy in the spring! 
We will do all the clipping; all you 
have to do is rip, save and send 

us those Box Tops!  

We collect Box Tops! 



Rasterized Logo



“Artists of the Moment” 

Thank you to everyone who helped with and 
attended our Winter Program in December!  

You should have received a link to videos and 
photos via email, but if not, please get in touch 

by emailing afeige@monfortonschool.org. 

Your son/daughter will be coming home with some information about our Coffee 
Fundraiser. While the packet has a lot of information, a couple of very quick notes: 

1) Money must be collected at time of sale! Check or cash, please 
2) We will be begin deliveries from your orders after we collect the envelopes 
on January 21st.  That way, Rockford knows how much to prepare for us! 



Monforton Elementary School Library is a busy and sometimes noisy place.  It is not your Grandfather’s library.  We are 
part of a revolution that is sweeping both school and public libraries across the nation.  It is the “Makers” movement.  
Libraries have become a place of ideas and experimentation, like a laboratory.  Yes, we have books and reading and access 
to information, but it is a place to try out ideas.  So we are designing and building and solving complex problems. 
 

Second, third and fourth graders have started break-out boxes.  Students are given the option of working together in 
teams to solve three complex logic, science or math puzzles.  The correct solution will give the students the combination to 
one lock.  The objective is to open the box together.  Each puzzle is has multiple steps to its solution and it is a challenging 
process to learn.   
 

Missy is back at school after a pretty lonely holiday break at Miss Nora’s house.  She was so excited to see the children 
that she was almost jumping to get to them.  She loves to be pet.  When we pet her we practice keeping her safe and 
contented.  It is a great way to practice self-regulation and empathy for other living creatures.  When your student comes 
home wanting a gecko, remember they live a really long time.  I tell the children that if they get one now, they will be taking 
them to college with them.   
 



 

       
o Lentils are a pulse crop, part of the legume family, along with dry beans, chickpeas (garbanzo beans), and dry peas. 

The name “pulse” refers to pols, a thick soup.  
o Montana is the top producer of lentils in the United States, producing almost 40% of the lentils grown in the 

country!  
o Like other legumes, lentils add nitrogen to the soil, improving soil health. This makes them a good rational crop with 

wheat and other grains.  
o Even though many people may not be familiar with them, lentils were one of the first crops cultivated by humans. 
o Lentils are highly nutritious and deserve “super-food” status. They are an excellent source of fiber and a good 

source of potassium, protein, iron and vitamin B6. Grams for gram, lentils provide more potassium than bananas, 
more iron than ground beef, and have more antioxidants than blueberries! 

 French green, black, red, green, golden, and Pardina (brown) are some of the many 
varieties of lentils. While any variety is very versatile, each one has unique 
characteristics including texture, flavor, and color, making them more or less suited 
for certain culinary uses. Green lentils are larger and very versatile, being suitable for 
soups, salads, or baked goods as a puree. Golden and red lentils cook quickly and lose 
their shape, making them great for adding to sauces, thicker soups, mashed potatoes, 
and to baked goods as a puree. Pardina, Black Beluga, and French green lentils are 
smaller and round, hold their shape, and are great sprouted and/or served in soups or 
salads. 

Lentil Barley Soup: Serves 11 

For this soup, use any kind of lentil but the red ones! They break down too much and make the soup thick and porridge-like. 

1

Ingredients:  

1 cup lentils, rinsed 
4 scallion, including greens, sliced 
1 carrot, scrubbed, sliced 
1 celery stalk, including leaves, sliced 
½ tsp dried oregano 

2

¼ cup raw barley or brown     
rice 
12 cups chicken, beef, or 
vegetable stock 
1 (16 ounce) can whole peeled 
tomatoes, chopped 

3

salt and pepper 
lemon wedges 
1 Tbsp fresh basil, parsley, or 
cilantro leaves. 

         Preparation: Put the lentils, scallions, carrot, celery, oregano, and barley or rice, along with the 
          stock into a pot. Place the pot on the stove and turn the heat to high. Bring to a boil, lower the 
  heat to low and simmer without the lid on for about 2 hours to thicken the soup. Stir occasionally to make 
sure its not sticking. After about 2 hours the pot should be about ¼ less full than when you started. Add the tomatoes and 
continue to cook the soup for 1 to 2 more hours, stirring occasionally. Once the soup has finished cooking, taste it, and add a 
little bit of salt and pepper. Serve with lemon wedges and basil, parsley, or cilantro. Store for up to 2 days. 



Welcome back to school for the New Year! 
As we slide into January, I wanted to take a 
moment to remind everyone to continue to keep 
winter weather safety in mind. Living in our 
beautiful state, we have all experienced slipping 
on ice now and then, but there are things we can 
do to try to stay as safe and healthy as possible. 
We can wear clothing appropriate for the weather 
including warm boots with a good tread. We 
should wear helmets for all outdoor sports such 
as skiing, sledding and skating, and it is never 
too late to get the flu vaccine.  
This week’s health department report includes 29 
current cases of confirmed flu activity in our 
community. If your family has not received the flu 
vaccine this year, please consider speaking with 
your health care provider about receiving the 
vaccine this month. Lastly, keep up the great hand 
washing techniques; this is the very best way to 
keep everyone in school healthy. 
Happy New Year-Janice Hausauer, Monforton 
School Nurse 



Greeting Monforton Families, 
As a middle school staff, we are continually reflecting on our practices and diving into research to ensure we are best meeting our 
student’s needs both academically and emotionally. In last month’s newsletter, I mentioned our staffs’ ongoing discussion regarding 
“fair grading practices”. Part of this discussion deals with how we assign and asses homework. When purposefully assigned, 
homework serves as an important exercise in a child’s educational journey. Your involvement at home in regard to homework is vital. 
As students progress through the years we afford them more self-direction and freedom, however, it is important that we still 
provide a predictable and consistent structure to operate within. This especially holds true for homework. Linked here is an article 
entitled "Top Ten Homework Tips" that can be used as an aid in providing the structure middle school students need to be successful 
with their homework.  
As always, thank you for your continued support of Monforton School. Your involvement and support are greatly appreciated.  
Warm regards,  
Joe Hagemeister, MS Principal 

Happy New Year, 
 

The start of the New Year is a time to reflect on our accomplishments and create goals for the future.  Our Monforton students 
have accomplished so much this year and their growth from day one until today is beyond impressive!  I look forward to seeing 
students continue to grow as we enter the second half of the year.   
 

As you know from past newsletters, we have been hard at work here in the elementary focusing on ROAR leadership.  Throughout 
January the elementary is focusing on being responsible leaders and reflecting on what motivates us to be our best.  As a school, we 
will celebrate student accomplishments, leadership, and our school community during the monthly elementary assembly. 
 

Academically we are at our halfway point of the year!  Midterm for the 2nd trimester is January 11.  During the week of January 
14th all students will participate in our AimsWeb district-wide assessments.  This brief test assists Monforton teachers and support 
staff in identifying areas within core subject areas of math and reading, and ensure we are providing the best education for each 
individual student. 
 

This month’s PTO Family Fun Night “Ceramics & Painting” will be on January 25th from 6:00-8:00pm in the Elementary 
Cafeteria.  It’s guaranteed to be a great evening!  We hope your family can join us.  If you have any questions, please let me know.   
 

Monforton 3rd and 4th grade Theater Club students are busy preparing for their upcoming Jungle Book Performance! Be sure to 
save the dates, February 15-16th. 
 

Our Art Fair team met this week to discuss plans as we prepare for our 2019 Art Fair!  If you have yet to attend this event I highly 
encourage you to join us Friday, April 12.  It is an action-packed evening for students and families; the funds help to support our 
Monforton art program in Middle and Elementary School.  If you are interested in volunteering for the event or have a donation to 
provide for the auction or raffle (items of any value are appreciated) please contact me for more information.  You can keep up to 
date on kids art projects and preparations for the fair on Facebook at Monforton Art. 
 
Thank you all for a wonderful 2018!  I wish all of our Monforton community a happy, healthy, and safe 2019! 
Laura Axtman, K-4 Principal 
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Monforton School District #27 
Phone Number: 
(406) 586-1557 

Hello Monforton Families,  
We need additional volunteers for snack shack now through May, especially in the Middle School and for Girls 
Basketball game concessions! Below are the links needed to sign up. Thank you for volunteering! 
 

Middle School Snack Shack and Girls Basketball Concessions Link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0445A5A729A2F85-middle1/ 
 

Elementary School Snack Shack Link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0445A5A729A2F85-snack4 


